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Non-representative sampling of texts for grades 10-12:
France: 2 history texts, 3 SES texts

Germany: 6 politics/civics texts, 3 globalization study guides
US: 2 American history texts, 1 world history text



Twentieth-Century History, Vol. 3 Economics and Social Sciences
Serge Berstein and Pierre Milza Christophe Longuet
Hatier, 2005 Hatier, 2004



Twentieth-Century History, Vol. 3
Serge Berstein and Pierre Milza
Hatier, 2005

On entrepreneursnip:

“ Start-ups are those audacious enterprises
that throw themselves upon unstable
markets, with ill-defined prospects, and
claim for themselves the concomitant
financing.”

(...causing the tech bubble, the Nasdaq
crash, and mass layoffs throughout the
economy.)



Twentieth-Century History, Vol. 3
Serge Berstein and Pierre Milza
Hatier, 2005

On economic growth and markets:

“Economic growth fosters stress, nervous
depression, cardio-vascular disease and
cancer.”

Growth of the past 20 years has “doubled
wealth, unemployment, poverty,
exclusion” and caused a “profound social
malaise.”

Future economic growth “will depend on
an effective regulation of capitalismon a
planetary scale.”

Adjectives regularly coupled with

“capitalism”: “brutal”, “savage”, “neo-
liberal“, American.”



SES, Terminade
Claude-Daniéle Echaudemaison
Nathan, 2003

SES curriculum:

9 weeks on economics including
such sections as unions, collective
action, and limits to growth

19 weeks on social effects such as:
Inequality and social cleavages,
*Socia conflict and mobilization,
*Poverty and exclusion,

*New polarizations,

*Regulating globalization,

etc.



Observations on the French texts

» Entrepreneurs either completely or virtually absent

» Focus on abstract themes and macroeconomics

o Strong selection bias toward negative effects of economic activity
» Disproportionate emphasis on “alternatives’ to globalization
 Tend to teach political discourse about economics, not economics

“ One can imagine the violent culture shock involved in leaving the world of the
lycee where this discourse prevails, and entering the labor market.”
Jean-Damien PO, Director of Studies
Institut de | Entreprise



Politik 3 Sozialkunde (Berlin edition)
Franz Josef Floren Christian Ernst, Karl-Heinz Holstein
Schoningh, 2005 Cornelsen, 2002



FAKT 9/10
Karl-Heinz Holstein
Cornelsen, 2003



Chapter: What to do against unemployment?

*Demonstrate, join self-help groups
*Make-work and other goverment programs
eDon‘t trust employers

*30-hour workweek

*Retirement at 60

*Split full-time into half-time jobs

FAKT 9/10
Karl-Heinz Holstein
Cornelsen, 2003



Globalization
Johannes Greving
Cornelsen, 2003

Sample Sections:

“Return of the Dark Ages’

“Return of Manchester Capitalism”
“The Brazilianization of Europe’
“Capitalism without Work”

“The Dubious Effects of Market-Economy
Deregul ation”

Recommended resource for students:
www.attac.org



Observations on the German texts

Entrepreneurs either completely or virtually absent, despite Germany’ srich
history of entrepreneurship

Companies and company owners appear mainly in employer/employee
context. Strong selection bias toward workplace/wage conflict

Students led to identify with role of future contract employee

Government policy creates jobs while companies destroy them



American Anthem American Odyssey
Edward Ayerset al. Gary B. Nash
Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 2007 McGraw Hill, 2004



American Anthem
Edward Ayerset al.
Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 2007

“Entrepreneurs are welcomed as risk-takers
who use their money and talents to launch
new ventures.”

Entrepreneurs’ creative, transformative role
distinct from role as employers or
industrialists.

Students asked to discuss how entrepreneurs
learn from their failures.



A Culture of Entrepreneurship

“Values and attitudes are as much a part of the economy as institutions and
policies are. Some impede, others enable.”

Edmund Phelps, Nobel Prize in Economics, 2006
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